
  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In response to the refugee crisis, Wesley’s Board of Directors has decided to use Board restricted funds to kick start a 

new Syrian Refugee Fund with $10,000 and will match up to $10,000 from private donations from the 

community.  The Board is utilizing funds from a recent sale of a building for this campaign. We hope the Board’s 

donations will mobilize the community to become involved, offering compassion and welcome to individuals and 

families in great need.   

 

Community members can make a donation on-line at www.wesley.ca, checking “Syrian Refugee Fund”. Online 

donations will be issued a tax receipt immediately.  Cheques can be mailed to: Wesley Urban Ministries, 52 Catharine 

Street North, Hamilton, ON, L8R 1J1, including in the memo line “Syrian Refugee Fund”.   

 

Please find below, more information about private sponsorship of refugees.  Wesley will use the Board funds and 

community donations to privately sponsor Syrian refugees in Hamilton.  Also, groups can use the below information to 

work towards their own private sponsorship. 

 

 

FAQ’s 

Facts and Statistics 

 More than 75% of Syrian refugees are women and children. 

 Nearly four years after the civil war began, more than 250,000 people have died 

 The U.N. estimates that more than half of the country’s pre-war population of 23 million is in need of urgent 

humanitarian assistance.  

 3.9 million Refugees now live outside Syria and at least 7 million are displaced inside the country. 

 Canada has committed to resettle 10,000 Syrian refugees over three years and has contributed $403 million in 

humanitarian aid to the Syrian crisis. 

Why Resettle Refugees Here? 

 When refugees are not able to return home and have no prospects of integrating into their current country of 

asylum, resettlement in another country is a solution that offers protection to those who are particularly 

vulnerable or whose life, liberty, safety, health or fundamental human rights are at risk. 

 Resettlement is also an international responsibility that helps relieve pressure on countries which are providing 

asylum to large numbers of refugees. 

 International sponsorship can also serve to reunite families that have been torn apart by conflict. 

 Canada has experience and expertise in resettling large groups of refugees. 

 

Does Religion Play a Role in Refugee Sponsorship? 

 No. Many Sponsorship Agreement Holders (SAHs) are affiliated with religious organizations in Canada, but 

they offer protection to refugees solely on the basis of humanitarian need and have experience offering help to 

people of all faiths. 

 Sponsors do not engage in any form of religious preaching or converting and seek only to assist families in 

settling in Canada. 

 Need is the chief selection criteria for resettled refugees and refugees are identified through registration data 

outreach conducted overseas by the United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees and its partners. 

 

 

Wesley Syrian Refugee Fund  

http://www.wesley.ca/


  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Is There a Security Risk with Refugee Resettlement? 

 More than 75% of Syrian refugees are women and children 

 UNHCR criteria give priority to vulnerable groups such as women at risk, children, survivors of trauma or torture, 

refugees at heightened risk of sexual violence or exploitation and refugees who require resettlement to ensure 

family unity. 

 Refugees approved for resettlement have undergone a rigorous security screening by both the United Nations 

High Commissioner for Refugees and the Government of Canada before being accepted. No existing security 

protocols will be compromised. 

Finances 

 A refugee family of four will require a minimum of about $20,000 for support for a year plus start-up costs of 

$7000; a family of five, about $22,500 plus $7200 start-up. This is roughly equivalent to Social Assistance 

payments.  

 Start-up money is used to buy household items, such as beds and pots and pans, and other items that the 

refugees might not have, such as winter clothing.  

 Start-up costs are required at the beginning of a sponsorship, while housing, food and transportation will be 

ongoing expenses. 

 Costs can be reduced by donations in kind, such as by providing a place to live, furniture, etc.  

 Sponsoring Groups are not responsible for any debt that a refugee incurs in Canada unless they have co-signed 

loans 

 The sponsorship period is usually 12 months but can be longer depending on the level of need  

How Long Will It Take for the Refugee to Arrive in Canada? 

 The overseas processing time of a refugee sponsorship application varies in different Canadian visa offices 

abroad. There is usually a processing time of approximately 3-4 years.  

 See http://www.cic.gc.ca/english/information/times/perm/ref-private.asp for processing times for privately 

sponsored refugee applications 

Resources 

 Government of Canada website http://www.cic.gc.ca/english/refugees/sponsor/ 

 Citizenship and Immigration Canada manual http://www.cic.gc.ca/english/resources/manuals/op/op05-

eng.pdf 

 Success Stories from Citizenship and Immigration Canada 

http://www.cic.gc.ca/english/department/media/multimedia/index.asp#helping 

 Refugee Sponsorship Training Program http://www.rstp.ca/en/ 

 Canadian Council for Refugees  http://ccrweb.ca/en/home 

 United Nations High Commission for Refugees  http://www.unhcr.ca/ 

 

To Make a Donation to the Wesley Syrian Refugee Fund, please visit: 

www.wesley.ca 
 

905-528-5629 x210 

 

 
 
 

http://www.cic.gc.ca/english/information/times/perm/ref-private.asp
http://www.cic.gc.ca/english/information/times/perm/ref-private.asp
http://www.cic.gc.ca/english/resources/manuals/op/op05-eng.pdf
http://www.cic.gc.ca/english/department/media/multimedia/index.asp#helping
http://www.rstp.ca/en/
http://ccrweb.ca/en/home
http://www.unhcr.ca/

