Summer & Knapsack Appeal
June 20, 2016

“Only good things have come from here. Shyla is so
happy and the staff are awesome. It’s really been a great
experience for us.” ~ Paul, Shyla’s Dad

S

hyla is a fun, energetic 7 year old with the biggest smile. Her Dad
Paul gained full custody of Shyla a few years ago and moved into the
Beasley neighbourhood. When he started working last year, Shyla
began to attend Wesley’s after school program at Beasley Community
Centre, part of Dr. Edgar Davey Elementary School.
“I love playing with my best friend, running around in the playground,
playing house and pretending we are fairies.” Shyla says of some
activities she likes. “Art is always fun. When we have gym time, we
play on the mats and dance with the Xbox. And my favourite snack
is soup, chicken noodle or tomato.”
At Wesley, we want all children in our community to have these critical
opportunities for play, exercise, friendship and nutritional food, regardless
of household income. The Beasley Neighbourhood, one of Hamilton’s high
priority neighbourhoods, has a per capita income of just $6,000.
Michelle, a Wesley youth worker, remembers being amazed when Shyla and
her friends made a store with play items for sale using Monopoly money and
credit cards. “They had interviews for other children to work at the store and
were so creative in their play,” she shares. Michelle is a great role model for
Shyla, as she attended Wesley’s programs at our Queen Street location as a
child, graduated from Mohawk College and is now working.
Beasley Community Centre is one of eight locations for Wesley’s children,
youth and family services. Participant numbers increased significantly this
winter with many of the 595 Syrian children who settled in Hamilton. We work
with community partners to ensure all families can access a range of supports,
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It is only with your help, that Shyla, her Dad and thousands of children and adults can find
the much needed practical help to achieve independence, improve their education and be
successful in employment.

including City of Hamilton Public Health, The Hamilton Public Library, Early
Words Speech and Language Services and Niwasa Aboriginal Educational
Programs.
I am asking for your much needed help this summer to support homeless
adults, vulnerable youth and children needing a safe place. Shyla’s favourite
memories from camp last summer were the special trips: “I went bowling, to
Niagara Falls and the Toronto Museum. I even got a knapsack on the last day
of camp for school!”

This summer, your donation will help provide:

50

$

Hot Lunch for
10 Adults

$

100

Life Skills
Workshop for
4 Youth

$

500

Summer Camp
for 5 Children

$

1000

Knapsacks &
Supplies for
40 Children

During March Break Camp, Shyla participated in a colouring contest for the
25th Annual Case for Kids Walk, Run, Ride. When it was announced she had
won the contest, Shyla’s face lit up in amazement!
A special thank you to everyone involved with Case for Kids this year. If you
made a donation by cheque or cash, your tax receipt will be arriving by mail.

Thank you again for your support and I wish you a wonderful summer!
Sincerely,

Daljit Garry
Executive Director

P.S. If you would like to donate items for our Knapsack Drive, please see the back of the enclosed donation card for
needed items. You can also contact Rebecca Young, Special Events & Volunteer Coordinator at 905 528 5629 ext. 240
or rebecca.young@wesley.ca for more information. This year we are doubling our goal to 1,000 knapsacks to include
Syrian newcomers.
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